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Welcome to the Radow College of Humanities and Social  
Sciences (RCHSS), home of SAUPO and the Asian Studies  
Program at Kennesaw State University (KSU). RCHSS is the  
largest college at KSU, educating approximately 8,000  
students enrolled in over 80 undergraduate and graduate  
programs, including a Ph.D. degree in International Conflict 
Management and a B.A. in Asian Studies. The  
interdisciplinary programs and global emphasis are part of 
our commitment to provide students with the best education 
and training experiences to meet the needs and demands of 
a global workplace. Data shows that CEOs in the Fortune 500  
companies value students with degrees in the liberal arts. 
Students who communicate well, think critically, and  
demonstrate intercultural sensitivity can work efficiently in 
diverse teams. The KSU Radow College of Humanities and 
Social Sciences recognizes the challenges and complexities of 
today’s world and promotes the value of a well-rounded  
education rooted in the liberal arts tradition. We trust your 
experience with SAUPO will lead to meaningful connections 
and engagement with us at KSU. 

Dr. Catherine “Katie” Kaukinen 
Dean 

Radow College of Humanities and Social Sciences 

 

Dear all, Welcome to SAUPO 2023! The Symposium on ASIA-
USA Partnership Opportunities (SAUPO) is organized by the 
Asian Studies program, with participation from faculty, staff, 
and students across the campus. KSU Asian Studies program is 
housed in the Interdisciplinary Studies Department (ISD) at the 
Radow College of Humanities and Social Sciences. Since its 
inception in 2011, with your support and enthusiasm, SAUPO 
has been the largest annual Asia business conference in the 
U.S. with global impact. We have held SAUPO in Atlanta, 
Shanghai and online for a total of 14 conferences. Today, we 
have outstanding diplomats, business leaders, government 
officials, influencers, community organizers, scholars and 
students gathering together to exchange ideas, build 
relationships and create the blueprints for a bright future. 
Enjoy SAUPO today!  

 
 

Dr. May Gao, SAUPO Chair  
Professor of Communication and Asian Studies, KSU  
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Welcome to SAUPO 2023 

Dr. Kathy “Kat” Schwaig 
President 

Kennesaw State University 

 
Welcome to SAUPO 2023!  

We are proud of the role that 
Kennesaw State University plays in 
organizing this annual conference. 
The relationships established and  

reaffirmed each year through  
SAUPO, coupled with the  

informative presentations and  
discussions, testify to the value of 

this conference. These  
connections between individuals 
and organizations from Asia and 
the United States help us move  

forward in collaboration and  
innovation. I am grateful that you 
have this opportunity to gather  
together and hope you have a 

wonderful conference.  



 

SAUPO Planning Committee 
 
PLANNING COMMITTEE 
May Gao, Professor of Communication and Asian Studies, KSU 
Thierry Léger , Senior Associate Dean, RCHSS, KSU 
Douglas Moodie, Professor of Management, KSU 
Vickie Moody, Executive Assistant to the Dean, WellStar College, KSU 
Sha Huang, Asian Studies Director, Associate Professor of Chinese, KSU 
Tyler Reinagel, Interim Vice President for Research, KSU 
Joseph Manguno, Lecturer of Communication, KSU 
 
SECRETARIAT 
Chris Roper, Business Operations Manager, RCHSS 
Daisha Huiel, Program Coordinator, Interdisciplinary Studies Department, KSU 
Kara Ireland, Office Manager, Interdisciplinary Studies Department, KSU 
Jonathan Maxfield, Webmaster, KSU 
Jeremy Walts, Assistant Director, EventAV & Broadcast Services, KSU 
 
STUDENT VOLUNTEERS 
KSU Asian Studies Student Organization (ASSO) 
KSU M.A. in Integrated Global Communication (MAIGC) 
KSU Korean Students Association 
KSU Japanese Language Club 
KSU Korean Language Club 
KSU Chinese Language Club 
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Morning Program 
 Panels & Activities                                                                        

8:00 AM—9:00 AM 
 
 

Registration & Breakfast with Live Guzheng Performance 
Sponsored by 

InvestHK 
Yereq Geo Energy 

 

9:00 AM—9:30 AM 
 
 

Opening & Introductions 
 
 May Gao, SAUPO Chair, Professor of Communication & Asian Studies, KSU 
 Catherine “Katie” Kaukinen, Dean, Radow College of Humanities & Social Sciences, KSU    
 Ivan Pulinkala,Provost and Senior VPAA, Kennesaw State University   
 Honorable Mio Maeda, Consul General of Japan in Atlanta 
 Honorable Andre Omer Siregar, Consul Gneral of Indonesia in Houston 
 Tyler Reinagel, Interim Vice President for Research, KSU 
 

Sponsored by  
KSU Radow College of Humanities & Social Sciences (RCHSS) 

9:30 AM—10:30 AM 
 

Panel 1: Opportunities & Challenges in ASIA-USA Partnerships 
Moderator: Monica Swahn, Dean, WellStar College of Health and Human Services, KSU 
 
 DeAnn Golden, President & CEO, Berkshire Hathaway HS Georgia Properties 
 Jessica Cork, Vice President, YKK Corporation of America 
 Steven Jahng, Director of  External Affairs, SK Battery America 
 Jae Kim, Korean Practice, Aprio 

 
Sponsored by  

KSU Wellstar College of Health & Human Services 

 
10:30 AM—11:00 AM 

 
 

Morning Networking Break 
 

Sponsored by  
YKK Corporation of America 

 
11:00 AM—12:00 AM 

 

 
Panel 2: Post Pandemic Technology & Innovation 
Moderator: Ian Ferguson, Dean, Southern Polytechnic College of CEET, KSU 
 
 Nagendra Roy, CEO, AanseaCore 
 Bill Strang, President, TOTO USA 
 Dimitris Horiatis, Deputy Head of Business & Talent Attraction, InvestHK 
 Sumanth Yenduri, Dean, College of Computing and Software Engineering 

 
Sponsored by  

KSU Southern Polytechnic College of Engineering & Engineering Technology 
AanseaCore 
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Afternoon Program 
 Panels and Activities                                                                        

 
 
 
 

12:00 PM—1:30 PM 
 

 
SAUPO Networking Lunch with Keynote Speeches 

 
 Honorable Matt Murray, U.S. Senior Official for Asia-Pacific Economic Cooperations 

(APEC), Bureau of East Asian and Pacific Affairs, U.S. Department of State 
 Honorable Jianying Zhao, Deputy General Representative, China Council for the 

Promotion of International Trade (CCPIT); China Chamber of International Commerce 
 

Sponsored by  
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties (BHHSGA)   

 

 
1:30 PM—2:30 PM 

 

 

 
2:30 PM—3:00 PM 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Panel 3: Trends in Global Manufacturing & Business 
Moderator: George Mui, Managing Partner, Global Consultants United 
 
 Allan (Yun-Chin) Lin, CEO, Winmate Inc. 
 John Rustin, Founder, Yereq Geo Energy 
 Mellissa Takeuchi, Project Manager, Georgia Department of Economic Development 
 Masae Okura, Partner, Taylor English & Duma 

 
Sponsored by  

KSU Coles College of Business 

SAUPO Reception 
 
 Karen Kornweibel, Dean, KSU Journey Honors College 
 Cathy Peng, Founder, Cathy Fun Fitness 

 
Sponsored by  

KSU Journey Honors College 
Weee Asian Groceries 
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2022-2026 SAUPO Advisory Board 
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Ani Agnihotri, Chair, USA India Business Summit 
Glad Lijun Cheng, Chairman, China Window Group 

Jessica Cork, Vice President, YKK Corporation of America 
Estrella Cramer, Corporate Procurement Director, UPS 

Yoshi Domoto, Executive Director, Japan-America Society of Georgia 
DeAnn Golden, President &CEO, Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties 

Alex Gregory, former President & CEO, YKK Corporation of America 
Lucy Lu, Founder & CEO, aiLegal 

Wendy Lu, Partner, International Tax Services, Aprio 
John McIntyre, Director, Georgia Tech CIBER 

George Mui, Managing Partner, Global Consultants United 
Anh Nguyen, Data Dissemination Specialist, U.S. Census Bureau 

Masae Okura, Partner, Taylor English Duma LLP 
Penelope Prime, Professor of Economics, Georgia State University 

Nagendra Roy, CEO, AanseaCore 
Jagdish Sheth, Charles H. Kellstadt Professor of Marketing, Emory University 

Frank Su, President, Kids’R’Kids China 
Kun Su, Co-Founder, Ruggear USA LLC 

Brendan Tate, Director, U.S. Department of the Interior 
Stan Shengqi Wang, CEO, Tenfunder Investment Group 

Li Wong, Publisher & CEO, Georgia Asian Times 
Stella Xu, Managing Director for China Office, Georgia Department of Economic Development 
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AanseaCore 
Aprio 
Berkshire Hathaway HomeServices Georgia Properties  
Bremen Cabinetry 
Delta Air Lines 
InvestHK 
Kids’R’Kids China 
KSU College of Computing and Software Engineering 
KSU Coles College of Business  
KSU Journey Honors College 
KSU Radow College of Humanities and Social Sciences  
KSU Southern Polytechnic College of Engineering and Engineering Technology 
KSU Wellstar College of Health and Human Services  
PrintGraphics 
U.S. Census Bureau 
U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission (EEOC) 
Yereq Geo Energy 
 

2023 SAUPO Exhibitors 
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 Bronze Sponsor 
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 Diamond Sponsor 



 

April 8, 2011 W Atlanta Midtown Hotel 

Sept. 22, 2011 KSU Center 

April 19, 2013 St. Regis Hotel 

April 18, 2014 KSU Center 

April 17, 2015 St. Regis Hotel 

March 23, 2016 Shanghai Majesty Plaza Hotel 

April 22, 2016 Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel  

April 14, 2017 Loews Atlanta Hotel 

Oct. 20, 2017 Radisson Blu Shanghai New World Hotel 

April 13, 2018 Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel  

May 17, 2019 Renaissance Shanghai Yu Garden Hotel 

April 2, 2021 Online @ Zoom Webinar 

April 8, 2022 Renaissance Atlanta Waverly Hotel  

April 7, 2023 KSU Center 
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 Treasured Memories 



 

Mark Your Calendars  
for 2024 SAUPO! 

Friday April 12th, 2024 Room 400 KSU Center,  
3333 Busbee Dr., Kennesaw, GA 30144 

Potential Topics for 2024 SAUPO 

 Doing Business with Asia 

 Technology and Innovation 

 Building ASIA-USA Partnerships 

 Career Opportunities in Asia-Pacific 

 Leadership and Communication 
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Next SAUPO 
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